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P. O. Box 273  □  28259 Pereira Compassion Road

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 

(956) 233-5198 □ (956) 233-8802 – Fax

E-mail:  rgarcia@swgsm.org, www@swgsm.org
WELCOME – BIENVENIDOS

SWGSM Guidelines for Mission Work Groups

1. Establish the number of individuals that the group will consist of and discuss with your group the work that you are interested in or are skilled to do.

2. Establish preferred dates for participation and check our website www.swgsm.org for preferred calendar dates or call 956-233-5198 between 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. from Monday through Thursday, mornings on Friday.

3. Decide on which dorm to stay. There are choices to select from on the next page.

4. Return the completed questionnaire (attached) to the SWGSM office to have confirmation on your dates.

5. Preferred arrival is on Saturday or Sunday.  Departure needs to be on Friday in order for ample time to be afforded our housekeeping/maintenance personnel to prepare for the next group(s).  Please take this information as important!
6. Confirm your final arrival plans with the SWGSM office or e-mail message at least ONE MONTH prior to your trip.  

7. If needed for mission group transportation into Mexico in your own vehicle, vehicle insurance for Mexico can be purchased at Sanborn’s by calling 956-546-6644.

8. If necessary, please contact the SWGSM office for additional information or any uncertainty.

9. Remember, your generosity and participation is used for the Lord to minister to the poor in our part of the country and neighboring Mexico.  You are precious to us, and we want you to enjoy your trip to the Rio Grande Valley. 
( Please read the requirements and general information sheet as attached. )
2010 E-Mail Information to Groups
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We thank you for your interest in bringing your group to the Rio Valley, Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries.  We will send you Guidelines. The Guidelines will show you cost as well as other valuable information.  There is a $100 registration fee that will be deducted from your total stay; however, it will not be returned if you change your date 2 months prior to coming due to other groups attempting to get the same dates on the calendar.  

 

Your work project fund is whatever you bring with you.  We have no money for work projects.  Each individual group brings their own money for projects through mission fund campaigns at their own church.  Usually, the cost would be around $200 per person to come for a work project—that is an estimate which includes each person’s housing, food, travel money, and money for a project.  For example, you have 10 people coming; your total money raised would need to be around $2,000.  Of course, this amount depends on your project, how your travel (by air or by auto/van), the dorm stay, or food costs.  It could be greater if you pick the rebuilding of someone’s home or build a casita.
I'm not sure how large a project you want or how much money you have to spend from your mission project monies.  For example, if you paint, you buy the paint, etc.  If you want to lay PVC or conduit, it is helpful to have money to purchase these items as needed.  We have some tools, but, if you dig a ditch, you may need to bring or purchase more shovels to help assist your project.  We may have some of these materials/tools left from other projects, and we can let you see what we have when you get here. Materials for your project is a cost that needs to be a part of your project. 

 

The projects are similar to the following:

1.  Paint the campus buildings as needed/inside or outside
2.  Bag beans and/or rice from 100# bags to 1 gallon size Ziplock storage bags

3.  Landscape around buildings

4.  Repair plumbing in buildings when needed
5.  Dig trenches for waterlines when needed
6.  Assist rebuilding or renovating homes for families who need it

7.  The Casita Project/building a small home for a family who owns land in Mexico//Cost is $3,000 per casita.
 

There are specific projects depending on the skill levels of your work group.  You attempt to fit your skills with the jobs here in our area as well as into Matamoros, Mexico, if you have some idea of what your group might like to do. If you go into Mexico, a passport will be needed to cross the border as required by the U. S. government.    

 

The group leader of the work group is usually the leader and/or work project leader, unless someone else in the group will do that job.  The group leader shares information with the entire group concerning the work site as well as accommodations.

 

We will need to know dates for the calendar to insure that no one else has those dates already scheduled for the dorms.  You can access the calendar on our web site, www.swgsm.org, to see dates as well as by clicking on the events calendar.  

 

THANK YOU for your interest.  We will be looking forward to hearing from you.  There is another list of work items in packet.
 

Connie 
SWGSM, Volunteer Scheduler with Groups

SWGSM  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Requirements and General Information 

Our work consists mainly of light construction, painting, home repairs, plumbing, and electrical work, on some occasions.  Because SWGSM has no funds for work projects, we recommend funds be raised towards your work project.  
Deposits:
· $100.00 facility reservation deposit.  This deposit is non-refundable if canceled within 2 months of the reservation date.   Deposit will be applied to housing charges.   Please send the deposit as soon as possible to secure your preferred dates of participation.  

· $100.00 van rental deposit.  Deposit will be refunded or used as payment for the van if van is left in good condition and filled with gasoline before departure.  In addition, the van MUST BE PICKED UP and RETURNED to the SWGSM Bayview facilities.
Work Project Funds Payment:

· Your Work Project Funds may be deposited in the Office and drawn on as needed.  (SWGSM has no funds for projects.)

· When a work project has been selected and approved, your Work Project Funds can be mailed to SWGSM, P.O. Box 273, Los Fresnos, TX, 78566.

· Work Project Funds are deposited with our office and drawn on as needed.

Charges:
· Dormitories - $13 per person per night

· Van Rental - $50 per day.  

· Keys - $5.00 for each key not returned. 
· Payment can be made to the Bayview office at any time during your stay.  All charges and need to be satisfied before you leave.

Facilities Available:

During your stay here at SWGSM, you will have the following available to you:

· Sleeping area/ Blankets, sheets, and some pillows available.

· Kitchen furnished with refrigerators, microwave, coffee pot, utensils, dinnerware, and flatware.

· Laundry  facilities (Bring own laundry soap and softener)

· Dining area (Can bring own plastic flatware, paper plates, etc.)

· Chapel

· Play yard

· Prayer Garden

· Trash disposal (Bring own trash bags needed for 13 gal. and 45 gal. containers)

· Trash Dumpster for all trash bags is located outside the main gate.

Thank You For:

· Conserving electricity by turning units on low or turning off during your absence.

· Placing trash in plastic bags in trash containers and putting bags into Trash Dumpster outside main gate.

· No smoking and/or drinking.

· Returning items to their original positions when you leave.  (Chairs and tables in dining hall need to remain in the dining area.  Pews are not moved in the Chapel.)

“What-to-Bring” Checklist
(Please feel free to copy this sheet for everyone in your group.)

·  Raised monies for work projects, housing, and van rental
· Table settings—Plastic settings for small groups.  Can bring disposable dishes, flatware, cups

· Kitchen equipment for your group if special needs are necessary—kitchens are equipped.
· Groceries

· Bath Towels

· Personal/Individual Toiletries

· Toilet paper for all bathrooms used during your stay

· Trash bags for all areas used during your stay

· Laundry soap and/or softener

· Dish washing soap for kitchens

· Antibacterial soap for all bathrooms used

· Cleaning supplies as needed to clean showers and/or kitchens used

· Bug spray (“Off” or equivalent)

· Proof of health insurance

· Sun screen

· Hat  to wear for sun shield

And if You are Going to Mexico…..

· If women are wearing shorts, shorts are preferred to be respectable--about to the knee.

· T-shirts with sleeves and that cover mid-riff skin

· Passport for traveling at border

ATTENTION:  You will need a passport to cross the border returning from Mexico.
· Water for the entire group

· Lunch supplies for the entire group

· Coolers needed for transporting water and lunch.  (We have some coolers for smaller groups, but there may not be enough coolers for larger groups.)

What Are You Going to Do?

Check attached sheet concerning Groups.
Please pick out projects that:

·  Fit your budget
·  Fit your expertise and skill levels

Projects do change unexpectedly; however, we will make every effort to fit your project to the items that you choose.
SWGSM Facilities Correction/Repair Projects   (February, 2010)

WAREHOUSE at Bayview:

1. Cover wall holes under kitchen sink in order to keep insects out.

2. Check lower bunks for broken under-bed supports.

DORMS #1 and #2 at Bayview:

1. Check lower bunks for broken under-bed supports.

DORM #3 at Bayview:

1. Need NEW A/C unit in window.

COMMUNAL WOMEN’S and MEN’S RESTROOM/SHOWER:

1. All toilets need to be checked for problems and/or replaced as needed.

EDUCATION BUILDING/STORAGE BUILDING:

1. Check shelves and pallets in storage area for rice and bean delivery if needed for cleaning.
IGLESIA CRISTIANA EBENEZER at Los Fresnos: 
1. Replace light bulbs in communal kitchen.

2. Check for light bulbs in dorm area.

3. Check bathrooms for repair needed.

4. Check dorm rooms for painting.
5. Kitchen area needs light bulbs replaced.

6. Replace 8 ft. kitchen light fixture to a 3-4 ft. length.

7. Plumbing project: check all toilets for working order.

8. Plumbing project: check for leakage in kitchen and dorm areas.

EXTRA CLEANING/REPLACEMENT at Bayview and Iglesia Crisitana Ebenezer dorms:  

1. Check all A/C window units for cleaning of filters.

2. Check all light bulbs for replacement.

EXTRA PAINTING at Bayview:  

1. Dorm #1 and #2 can be painted inside as well as outside.

2. All Bayview buildings need to be painted on the outside.
3. Warehouse dorm rooms upstairs need to be painted as well as stairwells.

4. Warehouse restrooms need to be painted.
EXTRA YARD/SITE WORK at Bayview:

1. Continuous mowing of acreage on site and spraying for weeds and all fence areas.

2. Check for holes and fill with dirt where mowing occurs.

3. Water all flower beds and around building areas with plants.

4. Clean and level volleyball court area.
5. NEW Educational Building needs to be landscaped with plants or flowerings bushes.
RICE/BEANS IN STORAGE AREA:

1. Purchase 13-20 gallon size plastic storage bins with locking lid for placing gallon size Ziploc bags of rice inside.

2. Purchase gallon size Ziploc bags for small packages of rice to be delivered to church in storage bins.

3. Purchase 13-20 gallon size plastic storage bins with locking lid for placing gallon size Ziploc bags of beans inside.

4. Purchase gall size Ziploc bags for small packages of beans to be delivered to church in storage bins.

THE CASITA PROJECT:

1. The building of a small home for a family who may own their land in Mexico.

ASSISTING FAMILIES:

1.  Build a home for a family who may have need

2.  Renovate a home that still needs to be fixed/repaired

ASSIST IN FINISHING TWO APARTMENT/SINGLE DWELLINGS AT BAYVIEW:

 
Apt.  Bldg. #1 Status:  Completed; must be connected to electrical pole for use.
Items to be completed:  Front and back porch, window air conditioner, storage cabinet, double or queen bed and bed frame
Apt. Bldg.  #2 Status:  Completed; must be connected to electrical pole for use
Items to be completed:  Front and back porch, window air conditioner, storage cabinet, double or queen bed and bed frame, stove, microwave, dining table and chairs
OTHER PROJECTS:
Pre-K Lily of the Valley Class at Bayview Campus:  Set up and install playground equipment.   Prepare garden area.  Dirt was delivered in January, 2010, for areas needed.
Dental Clinic: Completed February, 2010, to begin use in March and April with Dentists available for patients.    

Casa Bethel, orphanage in Matamoros, Mexico:  Continued support of children’s needs through school uniforms, school tuitions, college tuition, food, clothing as needed through the month.

Beans and Rice distribution:  Disciples’ Rice and Beans Program continued to supply SWGSM with beans and rice; however, many congregations and individuals have added numerous hundreds of pounds due to the extra need after Hurricane Dolly in late July.  Rice and beans are always needed for distribution.

Clothing, Toys, and all other distribution:  With the support of Mike’s Kids in the North Texas Area, Ride for the Refugee in the Panhandle Area, and many congregations as well as individuals, SWGSM continues to support and distribute all items as given to those who need it.
NEW Bedding for bunk beds needed:

Twin size mattresses for bunk beds; twin sheets with fitted bottom and flat top; pillows for twin beds; pillowcases for pillows

A  Portable Generator is needed for casita project or when power outage at SWGSM.  The unit needs 5500-6200 watts to be able to use as needed.
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Select from the following accommodations:

□  Iglesia Ebenezer, Los Fresnos

          205 W. First Street

               Los Fresnos, TX,  78566

               956-233-5198



□  Dorm #1 = 7 lower bunks & 7 upper bunks, 1 shower/bathroom 



□  Dorm #2 = 7 lower bunks & 7 upper bunks, 1 shower/bathroom


     with kitchen facilities, dining room, and extra shower/bath behind kitchen area

□  Bayview, SWGSM facilities  

              28259 Pereira Compassion Road

              Los Fresnos, TX,  78566 (mailing address location)

              Bayview, TX (location of SWGSM office and facilities)


           □  Dorm #1 = 7 lower bunks & 7 upper bunks, 1 shower/bathroom

           □  Dorm #2 = 7 lower bunks & 7 upper bunks, 1 shower/bathroom
□  Dorm #3 = 7 lower bunks & 7 upper bunks, 4 showers/2 toilets for men and 4                showers/2 toilets for women attached with kitchen building

                     □  Kitchen building and Dining Hall

                     □  Warehouse Upstairs Dorm:

                          □  North side = 10 lower bunks & 10 upper bunks, 1 shower/bathroom

                          □  South side = 10 lower bunks & 10 upper bunks, 1 shower/bathroom
                          □  Downstairs Kitchen and Dining Area with 1 shower/bathroom

Will you be able to join us for worship (in Spanish) at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday at Iglesia Cristiana Ebenezer?   □  Yes      □  No

Please feel free to attach all forms and completed questionnaire.  Please make a copy for your records and return to the following address:

Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries
P. O.  Box 273  

  Los Fresnos, TX, 78566

Ph. 956-233-5198  □  Fax 956-233-8802

rgarcia@swgsm.org, info@swgsm.org
Thank you!    ¡Muchas gracias!
Please send to:  
SWGSM

P. O. Box 273

Los Fresnos, TX, 78566

SWGSM Mission Work Group Questionnaire

This questionnaire is to follow-up on your recent request for assistance in organizing and implementing a Mission Work Group to assist SWGSM.  In order to process your inquiry suitably, we will require the following information as well as your $100 reservation deposit.

Name of Church/Organization: ________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

               ________________________________________________________________

Telephone number: ___________________   E-mail address: ________________________

Name of E-mail contact person: _______________________________________________

Telephone #: _______________ and/or Cell phone #:________________ of contact person.

Gender representation of group:  # of women _____, # of men_____, 

      # of adults (18+)_____ , # of youth (12-17) _____      TOTAL Participants: ___________

Date of Mission Group Trip:

     From: ____________________________  To: ________________________________

Purpose and/or project, if known, for this trip:____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

List additional specific type of activities, if any, in which your group would like to participate as a part of the trip: _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries VEHICLE RENTAL FORM
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

SWGSM is honored to provide van rental services to volunteers and groups.  We are aware that some of the vehicles are not in the newest condition, but we hope you enjoy the full experience of Texas/Mexico heat with the natural air! (And enjoy the bumpy ride!) Thank you for choosing our vehicles.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Church/Group/Organization: ______________________________________________________

$100 Deposit (prior to vehicle use):  yes (
no (
 Cash or check (circle one)

Dates of use:  ______________ through _____________. 

Due to high gas prices and the limited funding of this ministry we request that the renter provides gas during their use and leaves the fuel tank full for the next user.  THE USER MUST PICK UP AND RETURN THE VAN TO THE SWGSM BAYVIEW FACILITIES.
Vehicle(s) Used:
( 282 TYP (Ford Club Wagon/ white van)



( CRF 604 (Ford E-350 XLT/ white van)   


( 6TS H21 (Ford E-350 XLT/ white van with attached steps)


 (Only check one vehicle per form)  

Condition of Vehicle when received: 

( Full tank gas
( ¾ tank gas
( ½ tank gas

( ¼ tank gas


( Very Clean 
( Clean 

( Dirty 

( Very dirty


Mileage when received: _______________________________________________________________

Concerns prior to use: ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Renter (when receiving keys): _______________________________________________

Signature of SWGSM Staff member: ____________________________________________________

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Condition of Vehicle upon return: Renter must return vehicle with a full tank of gas or they will not receive their $100 deposit.  

( Full tank gas
( ¾ tank gas
( ½ tank gas

( ¼ tank gas


( Very Clean 
( Clean 

( Dirty 

( Very dirty


Mileage when returned: _______________________________________________________________

Condition changes during use: _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(Example: Left back door window began to crack during usage or Front right flat tire) 

After fully experiencing the vehicles of SWGSM, we wish that you keep our security deposit as a donation toward the “new vehicle fund!” 


( Yes
( No, please put my deposit toward rental cost.  

Vehicle rental is $50/day:  Number of days _____ × $50 = Total amount owed __________________

Amount Paid: ____________

Type of payment: Cash or check 

Signature of Renter (keys returned/payment received): ______________________________________
Signature of SWGSM Staff member: ____________________________________________________

CONNECTIONS/DIRECTIONS TO SWGSM or IGLESIA CRISTIANA EBENEZER
Bayview (SWGSM):  (Approx. 40 min. to site coming from the North)Turn off Hwy 77 on Combes 107/Rio Hondo 508 exit.  Go to stop sign and turn left.  Travel on 508 until there is a “y” in the road and follow it right.  There is another “y” and follow it left.  You will be on 106 going into Rio Hondo on this left curve and at the stop sign.  You can see a tall yellow draw bridge, go across the bridge, and travel through town and get to 1847. Turn right on 1847 and travel to 510.  Turn left at 510 and travel to the Bayview city limits sign.  There is a 35 mph speed limit sign.  The next road to the left will be Valencia.  Turn left onto Valencia—winding, blacktop.  (If you miss Valencia, the next road at the flashing stop light is San Roman and will take you to the same road to SWGSM by turning left at the light. ***See next paragraph for the other instructions.) Travel to the stop sign, and turn left onto dirt road.  Go to the next intersection at Centerline Rd. and turn right.   Go to the next corner at Pereira Compassion Rd. and turn left at the fenced grapefruit grove on the left and Harley’s on the right.  There is a hand written sign and arrow for SWGSM. You can probably see the warehouse from all the roads.  Go ¼ mile to the site on the right.   You can’t travel any farther, so turn right into the gated fenced area of SWGSM.  It is all lit up at night if you are coming in late.

***If you miss the first exit Combes/Rio Hondo just keep traveling on Hwy 77.: Turn off Hwy 77 at the 345/2460/Sam Houston Blvd. Exit.  Go to stop light and turn left.  Follow 345 out through town to the 3462/Bayview sign at the stoplight and turn right.  Travel about 2.5 miles to the 510/345 intersection and STAY ON 510 curving left.  Travel on 510 for about 12 miles with three flashing stoplight intersections as well as two caution intersections as other roads cross 510.  Go until the Bayview 510/2480 flashing stoplight.  Turn left on San Roman.  Cross the first bridge.  Stay on San Roman which is a blacktop road, cross the second bridge, and change to a dirt road straight ahead.  Go to the first dirt road intersection at Centerline Rd. and turn right.  Go to the next left at Pereira Compassion Rd. that is at a corner of a fenced grapefruit grove on the left and Harley’s on the right.  Go ¼ mile to the site on the right.   You can’t travel any farther, so turn right into the gated fenced area of SWGSM.  

Los Fresnos (Iglesia Ebenezer Cristiana).  Stay on Hwy. 77 until the Hwy 100/Los Fresnos EXIT.  Go to the stop sign and turn left to go under the overpass.  Stay on 100 into town until you crossover the railroad tracks and turn left at Julia’s Restaurant.  Go 3 blocks to First Street and turn right.  The church parking lot is located in the middle of the block on the right. 

CONNECTIONS/DIRECTIONS TO OTHER AREAS
From Bayview to Los Fresnos (Iglesia Ebenezer Cristiana):  Go to 510 ON San Roman (road that goes straight over the bridge).  Go straight across intersection at 510 to 2480 and stay on road until you can turn right on 2480 as it turns towards Los Fresnos.  Go to 1847(Arroyo Paredes Line Rd.) and turn left.  Go three blocks and turn right on First Street.  Go to first stop sign, and the church is on the left.  Parking is limited, so you may have to park on the street.

From Bayview to Valley International Airport, Harlingen:  Go to 510 from SWGSM and turn right at the stop sign (Valencia) or blinking light (San Roman).  Go to 1847, or 803 if you miss first road, and turn right.  Go to 106 and turn left.  Travel on 106 through Rio Hondo, cross yellow draw bridge, and stay left at the “y”.  Stop at blinking red light.  Continue on 106 to 1595, which has a right turn lane,  and turn right.  Go to 509, has water tower on right,  and turn left.  Go to Grimes Dr., with right turn lane,  and turn right.  Go to Loop 499 at Exxon station and turn right to about ½ mile for Valley International Airport entrance.  
From Los Fresnos (Iglesia Ebenezer Cristiana) to Valley Internationl Airport, Harlingen:  Go to Hwy. 100 from the church and turn right onto 100 and go to Hwy. 77 North.  Stay on Hwy. 77 and go to Harlingen at the Ed Carey/Loop 499 Exit, turn right onto Ed Carey/Loop 499,  and follow Loop 499 through all lights on the east side of Harlingen until you get to Valley International Airport.   

Or, you can stay on Hwy. 77 through Harlingen to the north side of the city and catch Loop 499 again.  Turn right from Hwy. 77 to Loop 499 and follow through all the lights to the east side of Harlingen.  The Valley International Airport will be on your left side of the road.  
From Bayview to South Padre Island:  Go to 510 from SWGSM and turn left at the stop sign (Valencia) or blinking light (San Roman).  Stay on 510 through Laguna Vista and turn left on 100.  Go through Laguna Larga, Port Isabel, and get to causeway.  Travel over causeway to island.  Turn left at first intersection for stores, north beach access, convention center, etc.  OR, turn right at first intersection for marina, Schlitterbahm, and south beach access.  Shopping note on way to South Padre Island:  There is a Wal-Mart and H.E.B store on the right at the Hwy 48 & 100 intersection after entering Port Isabel which is 3 miles past the high school. 

NOTE ON BEACH ACCESS on South Padre Island:  You can freely access the north beach by turning right at the third intersection after turning left from the causeway.  You turn right at Denny’s and go to public access areas.  OR, you can pay a fee at the beach access with showers and gazebo picnic area across from the convention center for north beach access about three miles from causeway.  South beach access is on east side of RV park following one-way road after passing a fishing/picnic area on right, statue of Christ with outstretched arms on right, and parking lot on left.  There are two areas of tables with one just across from parking lot, and another is about ¼ mile further around the curve from the first one.  (With spring break traffic and many more people, going left after the causeway can takefrom 30 minutes to an hour to get to the north access.  The south access is more family oriented and not as much congestion with easier access when congested with spring breakers.)
From Bayview to Brownsville, Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart:  Go to 510 ON San Roman (road that goes straight over the bridge).  Go straight across intersection at 510 to 2480 and stay on road until you can turn right on 2480 as it turns towards Los Fresnos.  Go to 1847(Arroyo Paredes Line Rd.) and turn left.    Stay on 1847,  cross 100, cross 511, go over railroad overpass, and get to Alton Gloor.  Turn right on Alton Gloor.  Go to 77 and go under overpass.  Sam’s and Wal-Mart are on the left.  

From Bayview to Brownsville, Home Depot:  Go to 510 ON San Roman (road that goes straight over the bridge).  Go straight across intersection at 510 to 2480 and stay on road until you can turn right on 2480 as it turns towards Los Fresnos.  Go to 1847(Arroyo Paredes Line Rd.) and turn left.    Stay on 1847, cross 100, cross 511, go over railroad overpass, and get to Morrison Rd. exit.  You will pass Sam’s and Wal-Mart on the right.  Turn right immediately after leaving freeway at an entrance into Home Depot which is between Chick-filet and Wendy’s.  

From Bayview to Brownsville, Gladys Porter Zoo and Park Area:  Go to 510 ON San Roman (road that goes straight over the bridge).  Go straight across intersection at 510 to 2480 and stay on road until you can turn right on 2480 as it turns towards Los Fresnos.  Go to 1847(Arroyo Paredes Line Rd.) and turn left.    Stay on 1847 for 14 miles to Boca Chica and turn right.  Go under Hwy 77 and turn left on access road.  STAY on access road until 6th Street curves right at small zoo sign.  Go to Ringgold and zoo sign is on the corner.  Dean Porter Park is across the street with picnic and play areas as well as museums.  

From Bayview to Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge:

Go to Centerline Rd., turn right and travel 1 mile to Ted Hunt.  Go straight across for 2.5 miles to Cameron County Airport Rd.  (many holes and bumps at many different times of year).  Turn left onto Cameron County Airport Rd. for about 5 miles to the Visitor Center at the refuge.  Watch for signs.  Comeron County Airport Rd. will “t” cross with 106, but you will continue straight to the refuge center.  
NOTE TO DRIVERS:

1.   You can access Hwy 77 from Hwy 100 from Los Fresnos and from Alton Gloor, Boca Chica, and any main road in Brownsville by turning right and going west towards Hwy 77.  

2.  FM1847 is known in Los Fresnos as Arroyo Rd. and in Brownsville as Paredes Line Rd.

3. You can always download information on the internet through Map Quest or Google, or wherever you are familiar.
SOUTHWEST GOOD SAMARITAN MINISTRIES

List of Needs
HEALTH KIT:

1 bath towel

1 hand towel

1 comb

1 metal nail file

1 nail clipper

1 bath size bar of soap

1 toothbrush

1 (4-7 oz.) tube of toothpaste

1 small pkg. band-aids

SEAL ALL ITEMS IN A ONE GALLON ZIPLOCK BAG.

SCHOOL KIT:

1 pair of scissors

4 pkgs. of ruled notebook paper (1/2”)

3 pads of art paper (blank)

1 (30cm/12 inch) ruler

1 hand-held pencil sharpener

1 box (12) new pencils with erasers

1 large pink eraser

1 pkg. colored construction paper

1 box of 12-24 markers (crayons MELT)
1 pkg. of colored pencils

1 (12” X 14”) cloth bag with handles and closure of Velcro, snap, or button

PACK ALL THESE ITEMS IN CLOTH BAG AND SECURE CLOSURE.

NEW UNDERGARMENTS:

All sizes for both boys and girls up to 18 years old

All sizes for adult females

All sizes for adult males

CLOTHING:

Good, gently used warm weather clothes for children, teenagers, and adults.  

TOOLS:

We would ask for good, used tools if you are coming to work with a Mission Group.  Upon leaving the area, you would leave the tools with us for others to use when they come.

Shovels --  Hammers --  Fiberglass Step Ladders --  Folding sawhorses -- Heavy duty extension cords  --  All sizes of Drill Bits --  5/8” and 1” Auger Bits  --  7 1/4” Circular Saws  --  Call the office before coming with your group, and we can be more specific of our needs.
BEANS and RICE:
We would ask you to bring bags of beans and/or rice, all sizes can be used—from 1 pound to 50 pound bags.  If the large sizes are brought, groups can re-bag them into freezer strength ziplock bags for easier distribution.  If these items cannot be brought to SWGSM, you may send a check or donate online at www.swgsm.org and designate rice and/or beans.

SCHOOL TUITION and UNIFORMS:

Mexico students in need are given tuition for their semester classes.  Each elementary, middle, high, and college level school or class has different amounts needed for classes. Uniforms for schools have different pocket crests and must match the school colors needed.  Please send money designated as “tuition” or “uniforms” in check form or donate online at www.swgsm.org. If you need more information concerning the cost, please contact the SWGSM office, 956-233-5198.

NEW Bedding for Dorm Bunk Beds:
Twin bed/mattresses are needed along with twin sheets with fitted bottom and flat top sheets.  Pillows are needed for the beds with pillowcases included.   

WINDOW UNIT AIR CONDITIONERS:

6 New window unit air conditioners are needed.  The units MUST be 110 electrical with a regular plug. Dorm rooms are not equipped with 220 electric lines.
PORTABLE GENERATOR:
A generator with 5500-6200 watts is needed.  If one is available, it could be used for tools while building casitas in Mexico.
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PO Box 273, 28259 Pereira Compassion Rd. Los Fresnos, TX 78566


Ph. 956.233.5198 Fax 956.233.8802











PAGE  
12

_1253431167.bin

